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HELP START THE NEW STUDENT LIBRARY 
 
“Where have you been all my life?”  We typically ask this question when we come across something we wish 
we’d discovered long ago; something we now can’t imagine our lives without.  Maybe you’ve said it about a  
restaurant, a band, a gadget, or even a person.   
 

For me (Tyler Ellis), resources are amongst my most favorite things to discover.  A good book or video can    
provide stories, inspiration, instruction, and answers to help in any given situation.  And as Christians, we 
should be on the lookout for great resources, first, to build our own faith, and second, to pass on to those 
whom we are introducing to faith in Jesus.  
  
Five Reasons To Starting a Student Library 
 

1.  It Makes Resources Accessible.  When students face a challenge; have a decision to make; or wrestle with 
a question, they don’t always think to seek out a resource.  They might even assume that none exists.  And 
even if they do hear about one, they may not go out of their way to track it down.  

 

 Having a bookcase or two full of resources makes it easy for students to take advantage of a book or video 
that just might be exactly what they needed.  In fact, something they learn may even find its way into a 
writing assignment or presentation for a class. 

 
2.  It’s Like Having Coffee With Lee Strobel.  Some of my favorite resources come from former atheist,   

Christian author, Lee Strobel.  While he and I are friends on Twitter, I haven’t met him in person, and I 
can’t exactly invite him to be a guest speaker any time I want.  However, because of the beauty of          
resources, I’ve been able to spend the afternoon at a coffee shop with Lee (through his books) many times.   

 

 In fact, a Student Library allows students to have coffee with all kinds of great minds; many of whom lived 
before our time.  And because these remarkable men and women have been through what we’re going 
through, they have a lot to offer. 

 
3.  It’s Another Means of Evangelism & Discipleship.  Whether students are finding their faith; owning their 

faith; living their faith; or sharing their faith, it’s a process that requires hearing the truth more than once.  
As a Campus Minister, I am only one voice, competing with a world of voices.  That’s why students need 
multiple voices of truth informing their lives.   

 
4.  It Keeps Momentum During Breaks.  Studies show the retention rate in Campus Ministry drops significantly 

between the fall and spring semesters, and even more after summer break.  I propose that encouraging    
students to check out resources during breaks is one of the things that can be done to help keep the        
momentum.   

  
5.  It Encourages Students To Start Their Own Library. Resources give us the confidence to admit we don’t 

have all the answers, because we know where we can take our friends to join us on a mutual investigation.  
That’s why I encourage Christians to budget a little money each month and begin their own personal library.  
It stokes their evangelistic fire and broadens their concept of what evangelism looks like.   



The bookshelves are already in place waiting to be filled.  I’ve compiled a list of resources I’d like our   
Student Library to possess by the time school starts.   
 
These touch on a variety of relevant categories such as: College & Culture; Investigation & Apologetics;  
Discipleship; Leadership; Careers; Spiritual Growth; Christian Living; Church & Community; Service & Minis-
try; Evangelism; Bible & Theology; Singleness, Dating, Marriage, & Purity; Money & Possessions; Struggles & 
Behaviors; and some Biographies and Fiction. 
 
How You Can Help 
 
1.  Grab a slip of paper as you exit the church building today.  After services, students will be standing 

near the exits with baskets containing slips of paper-one for each of the 250 books and videos on our 
wish list.  Please take as many slips of paper as you desire.  The average items should cost about $20.  
By taking a slip, you commit to providing that resource.    

 
2.  Purchase the resource.  Almost all of the items on our wish list should be available to purchase or    

order at your local Christian bookstore.  If not – or for your convenience – you can most definitely order 
the item from www.Amazon.com. 

 
3.  Leave your donation/s in the CSC Student Library bin.  As of next Sunday, a large bin will be placed 

in the main foyer where you can drop off your donation/s.  The deadline is Orange Sunday, which is  
August 16th.  Be sure to write your full name on your slip and attach it to your donation/s so that we 
can fill out a book plate in your honor.   

 
4.  Consider writing a check.  In addition to books and videos, we are also hoping to raise $1,000.  This 

money will help maintain the library over the years: replacing the occasional lost or damaged items, 
and expanding the library as new resources are made available.   

 
The Unveiling Ceremony 
 
Shortly after school begins, we will have an informal unveiling ceremony, saying a prayer and cutting the 
red tape as we dedicate the Student Library to a very special person (yet to be announced). 
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